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BUSINESS REPORT

MONTANA SENATE
64th LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

SENATE AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION COMMITTEE

Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2015 Time: 3:00 PM
Place: Capitol Room: 335

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD:

SB 176 - Add state soil as a new state symbol - Sen. JP Pomnichowski
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MONTANA STATE SENATE
Visitors Register
SENATE AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION COMMITTEE

Tuesday, February 3, 2015
SB 176 - Add state soil as a new state symbol
Sponsor: Sen. JP Pomnichowski
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.
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STATEMENT OF BILL DRUMMOND
STATE SOIL SCIENTIST
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BEFORE THE
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA SENATE
February 3, 2015
DESIGNATION OF SCOBEY SOIL AS THE STATE SOIL OF MONTANA

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee,

My name is Bill Drummond and | am the State Soil Scientist for Natural
Resources Conservation Service in Montana. | am here to testify on behalf of
the NRCS in support of Senate Bill 176 which designates the Scobey soil as the
State Soil of Montana.

The NRCS has long considered the Scobey soil as a representative soil for
Montana and lists it as such on our national website. The Scobey soil represents
Montana at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. The NRCS considers
Scobey a benchmark soil, indicating it is a soil of large extent and has significant
land use or ecological importance. The Scobey soil occurs on over one million
acres and is found only in Montana. This soil occurs extensively in golden
triangle area of the state and as such is of significant economic importance to
Montana.

2015 has been declared the International Year of the Soil. We feel it is fitting
that in this International Year of the Soil that Montana adopt the Scobey soil as
the official State soil.
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